145t IPU Assembly and Related Meetings
Kigali, 10-15 October 2022

General Debate

Gender equality and gender-sensitive parfiaments as drivers of change for a
more resilient and peaceful world

13/14 October 2022, Auditorium, first floor, KCC

Address by Mr. Adrian Miroslav MERKA, MP
On behalf of the Romanian IPU Group
Head of the delegation

Dear Mr. (Vice) President,
Distinguished colleagues, Ladies and gentlemen,

First of all I would like to thank the IPU and the Rwandan hosts for the good
organization of this event.

Our subject of today comes at a right moment, given the fact that all the
crises we are facing are not gender neutral and they intensify the existing
inequalities, including gender discrimination.

It is difficult to imagine a functional and open democratic society in the
absence of effective and full participation of women in all aspects of life.

Women throughout the world become increasingly aware that they can do
something to improve the quality of their lives - and that of their families and
communities - by reaching for political leadership or becoming involved in public
activities.

Nevertheless, women are generally under-represented in political offices
worldwide, and their under-representation becomes larger in more senior positions.

Deficiency in women’s public participation may arise out of many
circumstances, such as poverty, lack of legal rights, the inability to access finance,
as well as traditional social perspectives on gender roles.

There is also a strong link between women’s political participation and their
economic empowerment. Raising awareness of the role of women in public life,
training women to assume public posts, and encouraging them to enter the
political arena are complementary to their economic progress.

Insofar as Romania is concerned, women are very much present in the
political, social and economic life but there is still room for improvement with
regard to their participation in the decision-making process.

Similar to other countries, Romania has to overcome the challenge
represented by certain cultural and social perspectives on gender roles and
responsibilities between men and women.



Dear colleagues,

I believe that engaging women in national and international affairs does not
mean radically changing one’s system of values.

States, regional organizations or initiatives, civil society must work together to
close the gap that still exists between discourse and reality.

Parliaments, in their capacity of institutions representing the interests of all
citizens, play a crucial role in terms of drafting and promoting gender sensitive
legislation.

In order to do so, they should start by looking with an introspective eye at their
own institutions, to promote gender equality including by combating sexist
language or behavior.

Thank you for your attention!



In primul rand, as dori s& multumesc UIP si gazdelor din Rwanda pentru buna
organizare a acestui eveniment.

Subiectul nostru de astdzi vine la momentul potrivit, avand in vedere faptul ca
toate crizele cu care ne confruntdm nu sunt neutre din punct de vedere al genului si
intensifica inegalitatile existente, inclusiv discriminarea de gen.

Este greu de imaginat o societate democratica functionald si deschisa in
absenta unei participari efective si depline a femeilor in toate aspectele vietii.

Femeile din intreaga lume devin din ce in ce mai constiente de faptul ca pot
face ceva pentru a imbunatati calitatea vietii lor - si a familiilor si comunitatilor lor —
prin detinerea de functii politice sau implicandu-se in activitati publice.

Cu toate acestea, femeile sunt, in general, subreprezentate in functiile politice
din intreaga lume, iar subreprezentarea lor devine mai mare pentru pozitile mai
inalte.

Deficienta participdrii publice a femeilor poate fi cauzata de numeroase
circumstante, cum ar fi saracia, lipsa drepturilor legale, incapacitatea de a avea acces
la finantare, precum si perspectivele sociale traditionale privind rolurile de gen.

Exista, de asemenea, o legatura stransa intre participarea politicd a femeilor si
imputernicirea lor economicd. Constientizarea rolului femeilor in viata public3,
formarea femeilor pentru a prelua functii publice si incurajarea acestora sa intre in
arena politica sunt complementare progresului lor economic.

In ceea ce priveste Romania, femeile sunt prezente in viata politics, sociald si
economicd, dar existd inca loc de imbunatatiri in ceea ce priveste participarea lor la
procesul de luare a deciziilor.

La fel ca si alte tari, Romania trebuie sa depaseasca provocarea reprezentatd de
anumite perspective culturale si sociale privind rolurile de gen si responsabilitatile
intre barbati si femei.

Stimate colege si stimati colegi,

Consider cd implicarea femeilor in problemele nationale si internationale nu
inseamna schimbarea radicald a sistemului de valori.

Statele, organizatiile sau initiativele regionale, societatea civila trebuie sa colaboreze
pentru a reduce decalajul care inca exista intre discurs si realitate.

Parlamentele, in calitatea lor de institutii care reprezintd interesele tuturor
cetatenilor, joaca un rol crucial in ceea ce priveste elaborarea si promovarea unei
legislatii sensibile la dimensiunea de gen.

Pentru a face acest lucru, acestea ar trebui sa inceapa prin a privi cu un ochi
introspectiv la propriile institutii, pentru a promova egalitatea de gen, inclusiv prin
combaterea limbajului sau a comportamentului sexist.



