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March 2023

Promotng Racial and Religious Harmony Through Legislaton

1. Mdm Presiden, ehnic and religious harmony has been a undamenal objecve in he
governance o Singapore since our independence in 1965. We have consisenly emphasised and
celebraed ha we are a mul-racial, mul-culural and mul-religious sociey. This is despie
ha our populaon is in ac overwhelmingly consued o one race. 74% o our populaon is
Chinese, 13% Malay, 9% Indian and 3% Eurasian and ohers. Our Consuon enshrines he
undamenal principle omeriocracy, ha all Singaporeans can progress and be rewarded based
on individual meri, and ha no one is discriminaed on he basis o race, language and religion.

2. Our Consuon and laws also ensure he proecon ominories. A he highes level, we have
inter alia, provision o ensure ha he Presiden comes rom a dieren race over me; he
Presidenal Council or Minoriy Righs ha scrunises Bills passed by Parliamen beore he
Presiden provides her assen, and he Mainenance o Religious Harmony Ac and he
upcoming Mainenance o Racial Harmony Ac ha criminalise acons ha sr up hared
amongs our ehnic and religious groups, bu which also provide or rehabiliaon o such
individuals.

3. However, aside rom Consuonal devices and laws o ake acon agains divisive behaviour,
Singapore has also made signican eor o ensure inclusiveness and inegraon amongs our
communies hrough public housing. 85% o our populaon lives in public housing and he
Ehnic Inegraon Policy prescribes ha every aparmen block, and we have abou welve
housand o hese blocks, mus be made up o roughly he same rao as he naonal ehnic
rao. The eec o his is ha in every single public housing block in Singapore here will be
persons o all races living ogeher in ha block. So every public housing block is a microcosm o
Singapore.

4. Why have we done his? Firs, we waned o ensure ha all he races o Singapore inerac on a
daily basis wih each oher. Our view was ha in order or us o build srong relaons beween
our dieren races, i was imporan or hem o see each oher and o alk o each oher.
Second, and relaed o he rs poin, we waned o preven ehnic enclaves, where people o
he same ehnic or religious group lived ogeher, as his could promoe insulariy and such
groups could become separae. Third, wihin each neighbourhood, we also buil religious and
communiy buildings so ha he realiy o being in a mul-religious, mul-culural sociey is
emphasised every day. In every Singapore neighbourhood, here are mosques, churches and
Taois, Buddhis and Hindu emples. In every Singapore neighbourhood, a hawker cenres and
shopping cenres, you will nd halal ood or our Muslim residens and vegearian opons or
Buddhiss and Hindus. Fourh and imporanly, our children and young people go o schools in
hese neighbourhoods so a he very sar o heir educaon, hey are ineracng wih people o
dieren races and religions, and hey grow up ogeher.

5. This o course, was no an easy policy o implemen and o mainain. I has been described as an
“auhoriarian” policy. There have also been issues ha have arisen rom he policy. For
example, in order o mainain he ehnic balance, some minoriy aparmen owners may be
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allowed o sell heir aparmens only o oher minories, and because his becomes a closed
marke, he prices o hese aparmens have become slighly higher. Bu he governmen has
sepped in wih a buyback scheme, where he governmen can purchase aparmens rom
minories and resell hem amarke rae o oher minoriy buyers. This helps wih he
aordabiliy o he aparmens.

6. The governmen has been seadas in mainaining and where necessary, modiying his policy
a signican eor and cos. Bu alhough his is admitedly Singapore’s mos inrusive social
policy, i has urned ou o be our greaes srengh. Sudies have shown ha he Ehnic
Inegraon Policy has been exremely successul in promong racial and religious harmony,
osering undersanding amongs our dieren culural groups and prevenng segregaon. Polls
have also shown ha our populaon srongly suppors our inegraon policies.

7. O course, his model has worked or Singapore, and imay no be ranserable o oher
counries, which have dieren socio-polical characers. Bu i demonsraes ha in order o
build inclusiviy, promoe peaceul co-exisence and o gh inolerance, governmens and
parliamens mus have he polical will o enac laws and implemen policies ha have a real
impac on he ground. We can recie Unied Naons Declaraons, we can speak o lofy
Consuonal ideals and aspiraons, hese are o course imporan, bu as legislaors our
disnc role is o ranslae hese goals and aspiraons ino laws and policies hamake a real
dierence in he lives o our cizens.

8. In Singapore we have implemened a whole myriad o laws and policies o oser racial and
religious harmony, including he Ehnic Inegraon Policy or our public housing. Bu despie all
hese eors, we do rom me o me have racis incidens or hose ha hur religious eelings.
This underscores or us ha despie he srong racial and religious relaons we have buil in
Singapore, ha building inclusiviy is an unending projec and needs consan work rom our
governmen, our parliamen and our people.

9. Upon Singapore’s independence, our ounding Prime Miniser Mr Lee Kuan Yew said: “We are
going o have a mul-racial naon in Singapore. We will se he example. This is no a Malay
naon, his is no a Chinese naon, his is no an Indian naon. Everybody will have his place,
equal. Language, religion, culure.” This was he lofy goal se down a he birh o our naon.
Bu is was nomerely a hialun proclamaon. Over he ve decades o our independence, we
have enaced laws and pu in place policies o ry o achieve his in realiy. To a large exen we
have succeeded, bu we connue o be vigilan agains divisive orces ha can hreaen o ear
apar he social abric o our naon, and we connue o evolve our laws and policies o deal
wih changing circumsances. We do his because we know ha our social harmony is hard
bough, and ha i is ragile.

10. Bu we connue o work a i, in he hope ha one day, we can creae in all our people he
naural impulse o say ha, you may look dieren rom me, you may sound dieren rom me,
you may do hings dierenly rom me, bu despie all hese dierences, you are yemy siser
and you are yemy broher.

11. Thank you Mdm Presiden.


