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Concept note
Background

“Just as the founders of the United Nations came together determined to save succeeding generations
from the scourge of war, we must how come together to save succeeding generations from war, climate
change, pandemics, hunger, poverty, injustice and a host of risks that we may not yet foresee entirely.
This is Our Common Agenda.”

Antonio Guterrez, United Nations Secretary-General

#IPU146

On 22 and 23 September 2024, the United Nations will hold a Summit of the Future with the aim of
“reaffirming the Charter of the United Nations, reinvigorating multilateralism, boosting implementation of
existing commitments, agreeing concrete solutions to challenges, and restoring trust among Member
States”. Capturing these various strands, the full title of the Summit will be: “Multilateral solutions for a
better tomorrow”.

The case for this special Summit was first made by the UN Secretary-General in his report Our Common
Agenda, which came in the wake of the Declaration on the Commemoration of the 75th Anniversary of
the United Nations, adopted by the UN General Assembly in September 2020. The Declaration
formulated 12 broad commitments (see Annex) touching on key issues where urgent action is needed to
put the world back on a sustainable and peaceful course.

Indeed, 75 years since the creation of the UN, the future looks bleak. As the UN Secretary-General notes
in his report, the world faces “a scenario of breakdown and perpetual crisis” resulting from deadly
pandemics, an uninhabitable planet and destabilizing inequalities. How can this scenario be turned into a
more positive “breakthrough scenario” leading to “a greener, safer and better future”?

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) for 2030 are meant to address almost all of today’s global
challenges. However, according to the UN Secretary-General’s report, future progress will depend on
nations and the world as a whole embracing a new social contract built on trust (institutions that listen, no
corruption, fair taxation, digital access, etc.), on inclusion, protection and participation (universal social
protections, decent work, health coverage, etc.), and on a people-centred new economic model (i.e. new
measures of progress that are not based on economic growth alone).

This new social contract will only be possible if nations are able to work together in a spirit of cooperation
and solidarity, and with an eye to the well-being of future generations. This, in turn, requires a stronger
multilateral framework revolving around a more “networked” UN and related institutions of global
governance in order to manage “global commons” that remain relatively unregulated (i.e. the
atmosphere, outer space, cyberspace, the high seas and Antarctica) as well as “global public goods”,
which are defined as “those issues that benefit humanity as a whole and that cannot be managed by any
one State or actor alone” (i.e. health, finance, information, science, the environment and peace).



https://www.un.org/en/content/common-agenda-report/
https://www.un.org/en/content/common-agenda-report/

The road to the Summit of the Future

In the original proposal, the Summit of the Future was envisaged as a companion event to the SDG
Summit to be held in September 2023. However, following further consultations among Member
States, it was concluded that more time was needed to shape the agenda for the Summit of the
Future in order to add real value without duplicating existing follow-up processes for the SDGs and
other such global agreements.

With a longer timeline now available, the first step on the road to the Summit of the Future will be to
determine the scope of the Summit (i.e. the issues to be discussed) and the negotiation process for
its outcome document. This work, which is led by Germany and Nigeria, is just beginning (the first
consultations will be held on 14 February 2023) and is expected to take most of 2023.

The second step on the road to the Summit will involve intergovernmental negotiations to arrive at
the Summit’s “action-oriented” outcome document, which will be entitled “A Pact for the Future”.
This process will likely begin towards the end of 2023 and will continue well into 2024.

In early 2022, the UN Secretary-General established the High-Level Advisory Board on Effective
Multilateralism (HLAB) in order to help with the initial substantive discussions among UN Member
States. The HLAB is tasked with submitting a report to the UN General Assembly in early 2023. As
part of the HLAB’s consultations with various stakeholders, the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU)
was invited to contribute its thoughts as to the ways and means in which parliaments and the
Organization can help to further strengthen global governance through the UN.

Objectives

Considering that preparations for the Summit are in the early stages, and given the broad agenda
that UN Member States are asked to build together, the key objectives of the workshop will be as
follows:

- To familiarize IPU Members with the preparation process for the Summit, so they are able to
engage governments (foreign ministers, Permanent Representatives to the UN, etc.)
accordingly, including by demanding regular briefings on the negotiations to be undertaken

- To engage parliaments in an initial reflection on the possible scope of the Summit, which
should not merely duplicate or echo existing processes but instead explore new policy
arenas for the UN

- To initiate deeper reflection, within the parliamentary community, on some of the key issues
to be addressed in the Summit’s Declaration.

Format
The workshop will consist of two segments:
- Panel discussion (14:30 — 15:00)

In this segment, two or three senior UN officials and UN observers will outline the
expectations of the Summit, the critical issues that are likely to be on the agenda, and the
negotiation process ahead. Questions and comments will also be invited from the floor.

- Interactive brainstorming session (15:00 — 16:00)

This segment will explore, in greater depth, the possible scope of the Summit and some of
the issues to be brought to the attention of negotiators in New York. The workshop format
will allow participants to work together on a series of questions touching on various aspects
of the report Our Common Agenda.

This segment will be guided by the following overarching question: Does current thinking
about the future, as reflected in Our Common Agenda, strike at the root of the world’s
sustainability and peace problem?

The conclusions of the workshop will serve as a preliminary position for the IPU to advocate on
behalf of the global parliamentary community in New York. A more comprehensive IPU position on
the Summit of the Future will be developed at other meetings in the course of 2023.


https://highleveladvisoryboard.org/
https://highleveladvisoryboard.org/

KEY PROPOSALS ACROSS THE 12 COMMITMENTS
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