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On 18 August 2023, the Secretary General received a communication from Ms. Marwa Abdibashir Hagi, 
member of the House of People of Somalia, submitting her candidature for the office of President of the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union, which is to be filled at the 212th session of the Governing Council.  
 
The text of this communication and the additional materials received in support of this candidature can 
be found attached. 
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COMMUNICATION ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL  
BY MS. MARWA ABDIBASHIR HAGI, MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF PEOPLE OF SOMALIA 

 
 
Ref: GKHDB/GSH/B11/0016/23 

 
 

15 August 2023 
 
 
Dear Mr. Secretary General, 
 
 
I hope this email finds you in good health and high spirits. I would like to take this moment to express 
my sincere gratitude for your continuous efforts and invaluable work on behalf of Somalia. Your 
dedication to our nation's progress has not gone unnoticed, and we are truly thankful for your 
unwavering support. 
 
I am writing to formally announce my candidacy for the Presidency of the Inter-Parliamentary Union 
(IPU). As I step into this role, I am driven by a commitment to unity and collaboration. I firmly believe 
that the strength of the IPU lies in the collective effort of its Members, working together towards 
common goals. My foremost priority will be to foster an environment of inclusivity, where every voice is 
heard, and every nation plays an active role in shaping our global future. 
 
In a world that often seems divided, I am deeply convinced of the importance of peace and mutual 
respect. Regardless of gender, religion, or any differences, it is vital that we recognize our shared 
humanity and work towards leaving a legacy of harmony. As you are well aware, Somalia has faced 
challenges in terms of human rights, and it is a key motivation for my candidacy. I strongly believe that 
violence against any gender should be universally condemned, and I pledge to advocate for the rights 
and safety of all individuals, including those within my home country. 
 
Climate change presents one of the most pressing challenges of our time. As IPU President, I am 
committed to addressing this global issue with urgency and determination. Additionally, I will 
wholeheartedly support initiatives aimed at alleviating the refugee crisis, and I will tirelessly work to 
counteract profiteering that undermines the well-being of communities. 
 
I believe that our shared vision for a better world, coupled with your leadership and the collaborative 
spirit of IPU Members, can truly make a difference. Your support is invaluable to me, and I humbly 
request your endorsement of my candidacy. 
 
Please accept, dear Secretary Generally, the assurances of my highest consideration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Signed) Honourable Marwa Abdibashir Hagi (Ms.) 
Deputy Chair of Resources Committee 

Federal Parliament of Somali (The House of People) 
Candidate for the Presidency of the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union (the IPU) 
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LETTER OF NOMINATION AND SUPPORT FROM 

THE 1ST DEPUTY SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 
REF: 025/3/1st DS/B-11/23 
 

13 August 2023 
 
Dear Right Honourable Speaker, 
 
I hope this letter finds you in good health and spirits. It is my privilege to address you regarding the 
nomination of the Honourable Ms. Marwa Abdibashir Hagi for the prestigious position of President of 
the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU). 
 
I express my utmost respect and appreciation for your pivotal role in shaping parliamentary affairs and 
international collaboration. As I nominate the Honourable Ms. Marwa Abdibashir Hagi for the 
distinguished role of IPU President, I am deeply honoured to connect with you in this matter. 
 
Recognizing Somalia's bid for the IPU Presidency, I acknowledge the challenges our nation has faced 
within the African community. The scars of conflict and the complexities of recovery underscore our 
determination to reclaim our place in the global community. The IPU offers an exceptional platform for 
this purpose. 
 
Ms. Hagi’s dedication to government service is commendable. Her commitment spans a lifetime of 
tireless efforts to effect positive change. She has engaged with and uplifted African communities, 
becoming the first Member of Parliament elected in the current Somali Parliament, a testament to her 
leadership. 
 
Ms. Hagi’s journey reflects resilience and dedication. As a Somali-Canadian returning to Somalia, she 
confronted challenges head-on. Her courage and commitment in the face of adversity are truly 
commendable and speak to her character. With great respect for your esteemed guidance and the 
wisdom of your colleagues, I earnestly seek your endorsement and support for Ms. Hagi. The 
upcoming election in October, to be held in Luanda, Angola, marks a pivotal moment for the IPU and 
its represented nations. I believe your endorsement will amplify Somalia's voice and reaffirm our 
shared commitment to a more interconnected world. 
 
I anticipate your support and the backing of your esteemed peers. Together, we can foster mutual 
understanding, collaboration and progress. Please consider our nomination with an open heart and a 
vision aligned with the principles of the Inter-Parliamentary Union. 
 
Thank you for your time, thoughtful consideration, and dedication to parliamentary democracy and 
international cooperation. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 

(Signed) Sadia Yasin Haji Samatarv (Ms.) 
1st Deputy Speaker – House of the People 

The Federal Parliament of Somalia 
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REF: 642/BJFS/2023 

11 September 2023 
 
 
 
 
 

JOINT STATEMENT FOR UNANIMOUS ACCEPTANCE  
FROM HOUSE OF PEOPLE AND UPPER HOUSE 

 
 
 
 
We are deeply honoured to issue this joint statement on behalf of both chambers of the Federal 
Republic of Somalia. It fills us with immense pride and satisfaction to announce that we are fully 
supporting Ms. Honourable Marwa Abdibashir Hagi as a candidate for a pivotal position. Importantly, 
her candidacy has encountered no objections from any Member of Parliament or Senator, reflecting 
unwavering support for her potential role. This unanimous endorsement underscores our steadfast 
commitment to advancing women's rights within our nation. 
 
Ms. Hagi's candidacy holds great promise for the women of Somalia, who fervently regard her as the 
embodiment of their hopes and aspirations. Her endorsement as a candidate serves as a collective 
affirmation of our dedication to promoting peace throughout our country and the World. 
 
We hold absolute confidence in Ms Hagi's capacity to effectively lead in the role of the IPU President. 
Her vision is remarkably clear, encompassing an unwavering commitment to addressing pressing 
issues, including human rights, democracy, and climate change. Ms. Hagi's steadfast commitment to 
listening to diverse perspectives and her resolute dedication to meaningful action make her an 
exemplary candidate for the President of the IPU. 
 
In the selection of Ms Hagi, we, along with our deputies and the Speaker of the Senate, have made a 
conscious decision to nominate an MP who will prioritize and adeptly lead the IPU's agenda. We 
recognize the pivotal and indispensable role that the IPU President fulfils, serving as a linchpin for 
collaborative efforts that transcend national borders. 
 
 
 
 

(Signed) 
 

Hon. Sheikh Aden Mohamed Nur (Madobe) 
Speaker – House of the People 

The Federal Parliament of Somalia 

Hon. Abdi Hashi Abdullahi 
Speaker – Upper House 

The Federal Parliament of Somalia 

 










