	[image: image1.png]Inter-Parliamentary Union
For democracy. For everyone.

mDOWering pa‘\\a«\




	142nd IPU ASSEMBLY
AND RELATED MEETINGS

Geneva, 16–20 April 2020


[image: image1.png]

Standing Committee on
C-II/142/DR

Sustainable Development
15 January 2020
Mainstreaming digitalization and the circular economy to achieve the SDGs, particularly responsible consumption and production
Draft resolution submitted by the co-Rapporteurs

Mr. A. Gryffroy (Belgium), Mr. P. Mariru (Kenya) and Ms. S.-M. Dinică (Romania)

The 142nd Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union,

(1)
Fully endorsing the Political Declaration of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) Summit of September 2019, which reaffirms the commitment to advance the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, while calling for accelerated action in order to achieve the SDGs, 

(2)
Stressing that responsible consumption and production are pivotal and cross-cutting elements of the SDGs, which enable the efficient use of natural resources, minimize environmental degradation, pollution and waste, and consider each stage of the life cycle while creating opportunities for social and economic development, thus contributing to poverty eradication and shared prosperity, 

(3)
Recalling the commitment undertaken in the Ministerial Declaration of the 2019 United Nations Environment Assembly by governments worldwide to "improve national resource management strategies with integrated full life-cycle approaches and analysis to achieve resource-efficient and low-carbon economies",

(4)
Aware that the continuing rapid increase of worldwide material consumption and the material footprint per capita jeopardizes the achievement of the SDGs, particularly responsible consumption and production, which are essential for implementing the 2030 Agenda in an integrated way, and stressing the urgent need to improve resource efficiency, reduce waste and mainstream sustainability practices across all economic sectors in order to prevent the over-extraction of resources and further environmental degradation, 

(5)
Noting that, according to the 2019 Circularity Gap Report, of the 92.8 billion tonnes of biomass, fossil fuels, metals and minerals that enter the global economy annually, only nine per cent are reused, and that 62 per cent of global greenhouse gas emissions, excluding those from land use and forestry, are released during extraction, processing and manufacturing of goods, compared to 38 per cent of greenhouse gas emissions from the delivery and use of products and services, and stressing that, despite these figures, the global use of materials continues to accelerate and could double by 2050 without action,

(6)
Aware that the price of products does not always reflect environmental or social costs, such as pollution effects or underpaid labour, which have a negative impact on people’s health and quality of life, 

(7)
Emphasizing that digitalization and the circular economy, and the interplay between them, offer new opportunities for producing and consuming in a sustainable way and can act as key drivers of sustainable development,

(8)
Noting that the world is currently in the midst of the creation of a more circular economy and of the digital revolution, both of which have the power to transform our economy and society,

(9)
Noting also that enormous efforts are currently being made by national and international policymakers to promote and regulate both transitions but mostly without aligning their efforts or creating bridges between policies,

(10)
Underscoring that, through "digital for development" (D4D), consideration is being given to how digitalization could change people’s lives and how the European Union could work in economic partnership with developing countries, rather than providing development assistance, to create jobs and economic growth,

(11)
Noting that digitalization gives rise to novel digital platforms, helps create new kinds of markets, which can be based on virtualization of products and processes, and facilitates easier and more efficient networking, collaboration and co-creation with stakeholders,

(12)
Bearing in mind that digitalization helps to cut costs and increase efficiency, including efficiency of resources,

(13)
Underscoring the central role of international digital learning and collaboration platforms, often with virtual technologies, for learning, networking and co-creation, 

(14)
Aware that digitalization is not a goal in itself, but an enabler and an accelerator to effectively achieve all 17 SDGs,

(15)
Noting that digitalization brings the risk of new disruptions and even higher inequalities due to the digital divide, and expressing determination to tackle those risks,

(16)
Stressing that the shift to a circular economy would allow countries to reap the benefits of industrialization, increase well-being and reduce vulnerability to resource price and environmental shocks, without depleting stocks of finite natural resources and contributing to environmental degradation, 
(17)
Underlining that the implementation of the circular-economy principles in key sectors could play a critical role in reducing greenhouse gas emissions and successfully addressing climate change,  

(18)
Noting that the demand for products driving unsustainable material and energy consumption can be substituted to a certain extent by services, 

(19)
Bearing in mind that achieving resource efficiency and transitioning towards a circular economy requires inter-agency coordination to align policies in diverse sectors – such as trade, education and finance – as part of the resource efficiency agenda, and that creating consumer demand for resource-efficient products can be a challenge, as environmentally sustainable products may not be easily available, affordable, user-friendly or functional and attractive to consumers, especially at the early stages of their development,

(20)
Acknowledging the potential of digitalization to strengthen the circular economy, and stressing that circular and sustainability principles should be at the heart of digitalization,
(21)
Noting that digitalization and the circular economy currently have the following "bridging technologies": the internet of things, artificial intelligence, big data, 3D printing, augmented reality and blockchain,

(22)
Recognizing that the circular economy and digitalization are essential to achieve the SDGs within planetary boundaries and that it is crucial to control the ever-expanding consumption of natural resources and to expand the use of secondary resources, as well as to aim for increased use of a service-based economy,

(23)
Recognizing also that the circular economy and digitalization contribute to equitable economic growth and enable women’s economic empowerment and youth-led collective action, 

(24)
Stressing that a successful transition to a circular economy and a digital development policy requires ambition, political will and a fundamental change of vision at all levels, which go far beyond the standard digital and environmental political agendas,

(25)
Emphasizing that mainstreaming digitalization and the circular economy in order to achieve the SDGs requires a systemic national approach, with the participation of all sectors of society – government and parliament, local authorities, private sector, civil society, scientific organizations and citizens – as well as enhanced international cooperation, 

1.
Invites parliaments, as part of their efforts to achieve the SDGs, to give digitalization and the circular economy more prominence on the political agenda;
2.
Calls on parliaments to promote national, regional and international public policies and strategies that focus on mainstreaming digitalization and circular-economy principles and measures, and to adopt the appropriate legal framework for their implementation;

3.
Urges parliaments to promote adequate regulatory frameworks, including economic and financial incentives, with a view to enabling circular-economy models to deliver sustainable products and services that are both scalable and competitive in terms of price, quality and convenience, thus facilitating the shift towards responsible consumption and production;

4.
Calls on parliaments and governments to identify synergies between the circular economy and existing national plans, and to undertake an assessment of the scale of opportunity in transitioning to the circular economy across key sectors of the economy; 

5.
Also calls on parliaments to adopt legislation that addresses food waste and loss at every phase and level of the food supply chain, and to stimulate the use of new technologies for the creation of an integrated agricultural and food system whereby food utilization is optimized and loss and waste of resources are minimized;

6.
Urges parliaments to support policies that encourage resource recycling, the control of primary material consumption, and the utilization of abundant resources to facilitate sustainable resource management, and invites them to encourage new business and service models that are not dependent on mass consumption of primary materials;

7.
Requests parliaments to ensure that the functioning of all public institutions, central and local, takes a more holistic approach to sustainability, while incorporating both digital and circular-economy principles, including the adoption of innovative sustainable public procurement legislative frameworks; 

8.
Invites parliaments to encourage international policy coordination and harmonization of standards, regulations and policies for the circular economy; 
9.
Calls on parliaments to create an environment conducive to the development and application of digital solutions, such as the internet of things, artificial intelligence and blockchain, aimed at maximizing the potential of the circular economy; 

10.
Also calls on parliaments, as part of efforts to create an enabling environment for digitalization and the circular economy, to place special emphasis on data policies and common data architecture; 

11.
Invites parliaments to encourage research and development and knowledge-sharing for the uptake, upscaling and replication of innovative business practices based on digitalization and the circular economy;

12.
Also invites parliaments to encourage the implementation of stakeholder platforms to increase awareness among countries, national authorities, academics and businesses about the interlinkages between digitalization and the circular economy;

13.
Calls on parliaments to ensure that national development agencies mainstream digitalization and circular-economy models into their capacity-building and financial and technical assistance programmes aimed at promoting responsible consumption and production patterns;

14.
Invites parliaments to create an enabling environment for citizens’ access to digitally enabled solutions, and to implement incentives for the private sector to design more circular products and use secondary raw materials; 

15.
Also invites parliaments and governments to allocate appropriate financial resources to encourage the development of both digital and circular-economy business models, while specifically empowering young and women entrepreneurs;

16.
Encourages parliaments to support efforts by regional and local institutions to foster urban sustainability through the development of inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable smart cities that digitally optimize communication, transport, energy and the environment, according to circular-economy and digitalization principles;

17.
Emphasizes the urgent need to work towards a circular built environment by adopting building practices that minimize the use of raw materials to decrease emissions, by increasing the recovery rate of construction and demolition waste, and by improving the energy efficiency and extending the lifespan of existing buildings; 

18.
Calls on parliaments to integrate circular-economy models into the national response to climate change, and invites them to ensure that climate change policies and strategies include measures to optimize the utility of products by maximizing their use and extending their lifespan and to enhance recycling (using waste as a resource), while promoting a circular design that reduces material consumption and uses lower-carbon alternatives; 

19.
Invites parliaments to support the adoption of sound environmental and social standards for the extractive industries, and of standards and policy frameworks that guarantee the sustainable recycling of secondary materials;

20.
Requests parliaments to see to it that governments invest in adequate digital infrastructure for internet coverage, connectivity and cybersecurity in order to enable the circular economy and D4D to reach their full potential;

21.
Invites parliaments to help find financing for new business ideas based on the circular economy and digitalization in order to transform them into successful business models, to promote the reframing and redefining of business models where necessary, and to change the mindset from product-oriented business towards service models;

22.
Calls on parliaments to stimulate national and international networking and collaboration between schools and relevant stakeholders (e.g. companies, NGOs and international organizations) to find digital solutions to challenges related to the circular economy, for example by encouraging co-creation through competitions and hackathons; 

23.
Invites parliaments to ensure that efforts to accelerate the transition to digitalization and the circular economy address potential risks, such as increasing materials and energy use, increasing greenhouse gas emissions, deepening the digital gap among and within countries, and increasing the environmental footprint of the IT industry, as well as the transition’s negative consequences in terms of security and human health;      

24.
Calls on the IPU and its Member Parliaments to enhance cooperation with other organizations in order to gather evidence on the circular economy, the environment and digitalization, to map the interplay between them and to promote standard-setting; 

25.
Invites parliaments to support the use of standardized, comparable and high-quality digital data which is properly mined, investigated and managed;

26.
Requests parliaments to "de-ideologize" the discussion on data sharing by distinguishing between different types of data and to establish fair and functional data regulation based on common sense by securing fair access to data, as well as fair protection of data according to the European Union’s General Data Protection Regulation, intellectual property rights and other relevant legal frameworks; 

27.
Encourages parliaments and governments to engage in dialogue with stakeholders (e.g. civil society, companies and administrations) in order to increase their awareness of the importance of providing open data and turn them into active participants of the data economy and co-creators of knowledge when legally possible; 

28.
Calls on parliaments to envisage measures aimed at tackling people’s lack of basic digital skills and e-literacy, and at increasing the number of IT, artificial intelligence, blockchain and other digital professionals, as a means to accelerate the digital transition;

29.
Calls on governments to integrate digital skills and a circular way of life in education at the earliest possible stage;

30.
Invites parliaments to exchange information and best practices and implement capacity-building programmes with a view to increasing awareness and knowledge among parliamentarians about the interplay between digitalization and the circular economy, and its potential in achieving the SDGs, particularly responsible consumption and production; 

31.
Requests the IPU and its Member Parliaments to work towards mainstreaming digital solutions and circular-economy models in national policies and international cooperation for sustainable development, as a means to effectively achieve the SDGs by 2030.  

