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PARLINE: Key data on national parliaments 
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 Updated February 2017
Background
To accompany the new version of its web site, IPU is currently rebuilding the flagship database on national parliaments, PARLINE (www.ipu.org/parline). The new database platform will provide comparative information on every national parliament in the world, as well as a wealth of data on women in parliaments since 1945. The platform will be available as “open data”, so parliaments and anyone else will be able to compare, export and reuse data from parliaments from this truly unique resource.

With the support of national parliaments, IPU has already collected around 80% of the data required for the new version of PARLINE, through a series of questionnaires: 

1. Representation, presiding officers, parliamentary mandate and electoral system

2. Oversight and law-making

3. Parliamentary autonomy, budget, staff and salaries

4. Working methods and transparency

We count on your support for ensuring that data on PARLINE for your parliament is accurate and up-to-date. Parliaments can check which questionnaires they have already completed at http://www.ipu.org/parline-e/tracking.xls. 
Parliaments that have not yet responded to one or more of the questionnaires are kindly requested to complete and return them to IPU by 24 March 2017. 

Guidelines for completing the questionnaire

· Responses can be provided in English, French or Spanish.

· Bicameral parliaments are requested kindly to provide data for both chambers in their response.
· Please use an “X” to indicate your answer. Example: 
_ Yes 
X   No

· Please return completed questionnaires by e-mail to parline@ipu.org or by fax to +41 22 919 41 60. 

Contact

For more information, please contact Ms. Addie Erwin (IPU Consultant) or Ms. Hiroko Yamaguchi (Research and Database Officer) by email at parline@ipu.org or by telephone on +41 22 919 41 50.

Contact details
Please provide the contact details for the person completing the questionnaire, whom the IPU may contact to clarify responses and update the database in the future.

	Country
	

	Chamber(s)
	

	Name of the person completing the questionnaire
	

	Job title
	

	E-mail address
	

	Telephone number
	


Sources: Many questions ask for the source of the response. Please identify the legal document and article(s) where details can be found, and provide a web link when possible. Please do not copy sections from the legal document, but instead provide the reference, for example Constitution, Articles 19-23.
Oversight
	1. Head of Government and Head of State

	1.1 What is Parliament’s role in the designation of the Head of Government?

	_ Parliament elects the Head of Government

_ Parliament approves a nomination for the Head of Government
_ Parliament does not play a role

_ Other (please specify):

	Source:



	1.2 Is the Head of Government also the Head of State?  

	_ Yes
_ No

	1.3 If no, what is Parliament’s role in the designation of the Head of State?

	_ Parliament elects the Head of State

_ Parliament does not play a role

_ Other (please specify):

	Source:




	2. Dismissal (impeachment) and motions of no-confidence in the Executive

	2.1 Is there a procedure for Parliament to dismiss (impeach) the following persons?

Dismissal (or impeachment) is a process that is used to charge, try, and remove public officials in the Executive branch for misconduct while in office. Please select all that can apply.

	_ Not applicable (there is no procedure)

_ The whole Government

_ The Head of Government

_ Individual members of the Executive
_ Other (please specify):

	Source:

	For bicameral parliaments: Which chambers play a role in this procedure?

Please select all that can apply.

	_ Lower chamber

_ Upper chamber 
_ Not applicable 

	2.2 Is there a procedure for Parliament to express no-confidence (or confidence) in the following persons?

In certain countries, a vote of no-confidence (or confidence) takes the form of a “motion of censure”. The outcome of the parliamentary vote may or may not be legally binding. Please select all that can apply.

	_ Not applicable (there is no procedure)

_ The whole Government

_ The Head of Government

_ Individual members of the Executive
_ Other (please specify):

	Source:

	For bicameral parliaments: Which chambers play a role in this procedure?

Please select all that can apply.

	_ Lower chamber

_ Upper chamber 

_ Not applicable 

	Does the adoption of a motion of no- confidence in the Government automatically lead to the dissolution of Parliament?

	_ Yes

_ No

_ Not applicable

	For bicameral parliaments: Which chambers can be dissolved?

Please select all that can apply.

	_ Lower chamber

_ Upper chamber 

_ Not applicable

	Please provide additional relevant information if necessary.

	


	3. Tools for oversight 

	
	Unicameral Parliament or lower chamber
	Upper chamber 

	3.1 Does Parliament have the power to summon members of the Executive?
	_ Yes
_ No
	_ Yes
_ No

	Source :

	3.2 Does Parliament have the power to summon senior government officials?
	_ Yes
_ No
	_ Yes
_ No

	Source :

	3.3 Does Parliament have the power to approve key Executive appointments? 
For example, ambassadors or the head of the central bank
	_ Yes
_ No
	_ Yes
_ No

	Source :

	If yes, approximately how many Executive appointments are subject to parliamentary approval?
	_____appointments
_ Not applicable

	_____appointments
_ Not applicable



	3.4 How many written questions were submitted to the Executive, per year?
	2012: 
2011:

2010: 

2009:

2008:
	2012: 

2011:

2010: 

2009:

2008:

	How many written questions were answered by the Executive, per year?
	2012: 

2011:

2010: 

2009:

2008:
	2012: 

2011:

2010: 

2009:

2008:

	Please provide additional relevant information if necessary.
	
	

	3.5 Does Parliament have the power to carry out parliamentary inquiries? 
Parliamentary inquiries may be carried out through commission(s) of inquiry. The outcome of the inquiries may or may not be legally binding.
	_ Yes
_ No
	_ Yes
_ No

	Source :

	If yes, how many parliamentary inquiries were carried out, per year?
	2012: 

2011:

2010: 

2009:

2008:
	2012: 

2011:

2010: 

2009:

2008:

	Please provide additional relevant information if necessary.
	
	

	3.6 If the data does not correspond exactly to the calendar year (January-December), please specify the period for which data is provided (example: March 2012 – February 2013).
	
	


Budget
	4. Parliament and the State budget  

	
	Unicameral Parliament or lower chamber 
	Upper chamber

	4.1 What powers does Parliament have to amend the budget proposed by the Executive?
Please select only one response.

	
	_ Parliament has unrestricted powers to amend the budget

_ Parliament may modify the total deficit/surplus proposed by the Executive but the latter needs to agree to these amendments

_ Parliament may make amendments but only if it does not change the total deficit/surplus proposed by the Executive

_ Parliament may only decrease existing expenditures/revenues (i.e. Parliament cannot increase existing items or create new ones)

_ Parliament may not make any changes; it can only approve or reject the budget as a whole

_ Other (please specify):

	_ Parliament has unrestricted powers to amend the budget

_ Parliament may modify the total deficit/surplus proposed by the Executive but the latter needs to agree to these amendments

_ Parliament may make amendments but only if it does not change the total deficit/surplus proposed by the Executive

_ Parliament may only decrease existing expenditures/revenues (i.e. Parliament cannot increase existing items or create new ones)

_ Parliament may not make any changes; it can only approve or reject the budget as a whole

_ Other (please specify):



	4.2 Does Parliament have a specialized unit to conduct budgetary analysis?

	
	_ Yes
_ No 
	_ Yes
_ No 

	If yes, how many staff work for the specialized budget unit? 

Please provide the number of full-time equivalent positions

	
	___ full-time positions
	___ full-time positions


	4.3 When did Parliament receive the draft budget from the Executive, and when did it adopt the budget, per year?

Please use the date format DD/MM/YYYY

	
	Date received
	Date adopted

	2012:
	___ 
	___ 

	2011:
	___ 
	___ 

	2010:
	___ 
	___ 

	2009:
	___ 
	___ 

	2008:
	___ 
	___ 

	Please provide additional relevant information if necessary.

	


Law-making

	5. Legislative activity

	5.1 How many laws were adopted by Parliament, per year?

	2012:

2011:

2010:

2009:

2008:

	5.1.1 If the data does not correspond exactly to the calendar year (January-December), please specify the period for which data is provided (example: March 2012 – February 2013).

	

	5.2 How many laws in total were adopted by Parliament in the previous legislature?

	Total: __ 

	How many of the laws adopted by the previous legislature were initiated by Parliament, and how many by the Executive?

	Parliament: __
	Executive: __

	Please specify the start and the end dates of the previous legislature 
Please use the date format DD/MM/YYYY.

	Start of the legislature: 

	End of the legislature:

	5.3 For bicameral parliaments: What is the outcome when the two chambers cannot agree on a piece of draft legislation?

	_ Not applicable

_ The legislation cannot be adopted unless both chambers agree

_ The decision of the lower chamber will  take effect after a certain deadline

_ The decision of the upper chamber will take effect after a certain deadline

_ Other (please specify):

	Source:


	6. Executive-legislature relations in the legislative process

	6.1 Does legislation adopted by Parliament require the assent of the Head of State?

In some countries, the Constitution foresees that legislation adopted by Parliament must be signed into law by the Head of State. If so, the Head of State may, for example, have the power to veto the legislation, return it to Parliament, or submit it to another body such as a constitutional court.

	_ Yes
_ No 
	Source:

	If yes, how many times did the Head of State decline to give assent, per year?

	_ The Head of State cannot decline to give assent
2012:

2011:

2010:

2009:

2008:

	6.1.1.1 If the data does not correspond exactly to the calendar year (January-December), please specify the period for which data is provided (example: March 2012 – February 2013).

	

	What happens when the Head of State declines to give assent to a piece of legislation?

Please select all that can apply.

	_ Not applicable

_ No further action is taken. The legislation is rejected
_ The legislation is returned to Parliament for re-examination

_ The legislation is referred to the Constitutional/Supreme Court

_ The legislation is put to a referendum 

_ Other (please specify):

	Who has authority to take the final decision when there is no agreement between Parliament and the Head of State on a piece of legislation?

	_ Not applicable

_ Parliament

_ Head of State
_ Constitutional/Supreme Court

_ Other (please specify):



	6.2 Is there a procedure for the Executive to introduce emergency legislation into Parliament? 
In some countries, the Constitution may allow the Executive to submit emergency legislation to Parliament. The provision may, for example, allow the Executive to set a deadline for parliamentary debate on a piece of draft legislation. “Emergency legislation” may also be known as “urgent bills”.

	_ Yes
_ No 
	Source:


	If yes, how many times was this procedure used, per year?

	_ Not applicable

2012:

2011:

2010:

2009:

2008:

	6.2.1.1 If the data does not correspond exactly to the calendar year (January-December), please specify the period for which data is provided (example: March 2012 – February 2013).

	

	6.3 This question was removed.
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