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Concept note 

 
 

On 27 January 2024, the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists once again set the hands of the Doomsday Clock 
to 90 seconds to midnight, highlighting the serious – indeed existential – threats to humanity and the planet 
from armed conflict, the increasing risk of nuclear war, the climate crisis and pervasive misinformation. 
 
At its 147th Assembly in Luanda (October 2023), the IPU adopted the Luanda Declaration, which 
underscores that “conflicts within and between countries continue to become alarmingly more frequent and 
severe, undermining development gains”. It strongly reaffirms parliamentarians’ belief “in the rule of law, at 
both the national and international level, as the foundation of conflict prevention and resolution, as well as in 
dialogue and diplomacy as the only way towards lasting peace”. 
 
Common security and the rule of law provide ways to reduce and resolve international conflicts, build peace 
and justice, protect the climate and better manage emerging technologies. The United Nations Summit of the 
Future in September 2024 and its preparatory process offer unique opportunities to advance common 
security and the rule of law globally to address and alleviate strategic and existential threats. 
 
One of the principal common security mechanisms that is increasingly demonstrating its relevance and value 
is the International Court of Justice (ICJ). The ICJ is currently considering cases, for example, on genocide, 
climate change, territorial boundaries, international terrorism, international water disputes (rivers), 
racial/ethnic discrimination, occupied territories, torture, an aerial incident and more. Historically, most of the 
Court’s decisions are accepted and implemented by all parties – demonstrating that the court is an important 
mechanism for advancing Legal Alternatives to War (LAW not War).  
 
This roundtable event will include updates on peace and security proposals as well as governance 
mechanisms that are being discussed in preparation for the UN Summit of the Future – including the role of 
the International Court of Justice. Parliamentary initiatives relating to these areas will also be discussed. 
 


