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Climate change laws of the world: 
A global searchable database with over 1500 laws  and executive acts 

http://www.lse.ac.uk/GranthamInstitute/climate-change-laws-of-the-world/ 
 

http://www.lse.ac.uk/GranthamInstitute/climate-change-laws-of-the-world/


Climate legislation and executive acts globally in 1997 
70 laws and acts  

 



Climate legislation and executive acts globally in 2018  
Almost 1500 laws: A twenty fold increase in 20 years 



 Number of climate-related laws and policies passed globally, to 2018  
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Climate laws and policies by focus area 

ENERGY 



Scientifically 
informed, long-term, 
whole-economy 
approach to 
policymaking 













Note: Series indexed to start at 100 in 1990. In 2016 UK GDP 
was £1.9 tn and greenhouse gas emissions were 466 m 
tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent. Source: CCC (2017a).  

UK-wide greenhouse gas emissions and GDP  



Key Learnings 

• A rapid growth in climate change related legislation in the recent years 
reflects the growing commitment of parliaments globally to act 

• A framework climate change law is an effective way to coordinate and 
advance climate action 

• A frameworks law makes it more difficult to negate on long-term 
objectives in case of the future political change 

• A good framework law is not a substitute for political leadership on climate 
change 

• To be effective, a framework law requires good policies to be developed 
underneath 

 



For more information see: 

 
The Governance and 
Legislation research 
programme: 
http://www.lse.ac.uk/Granth
amInstitute/research-
theme/governance-and-
legislation/  
 
 

Alina Averchenkova 
a.averchenkova@lse.ac.uk 

+44 7799657954 
http://www.lse.ac.uk/GranthamInstitute/profile/alina-averchenkova/  

Thank you! 

http://www.lse.ac.uk/GranthamInstitute/research-theme/governance-and-legislation/
http://www.lse.ac.uk/GranthamInstitute/research-theme/governance-and-legislation/
http://www.lse.ac.uk/GranthamInstitute/research-theme/governance-and-legislation/
http://www.lse.ac.uk/GranthamInstitute/research-theme/governance-and-legislation/
mailto:a.averchenkova@lse.ac.uk
http://www.lse.ac.uk/GranthamInstitute/profile/alina-averchenkova/

	Legislating for low carbon and climate resilient transition�
	Climate change laws of the world:�A global searchable database with over 1500 laws  and executive acts
	Climate legislation and executive acts globally in 1997�70 laws and acts 
	Climate legislation and executive acts globally in 2018 �Almost 1500 laws: A twenty fold increase in 20 years
	 Number of climate-related laws and policies passed globally, to 2018 
	Climate laws and policies by focus area
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Key Learnings
	For more information see:

