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"An important biological 
species is facing the risk 
of extinction given the 
rapid and progressive 
elimination of its natural 
conditions for life: 
humanity" 

Fidel Castro Ruz 
(Earth Summit, Río de Janeiro, June 12, 1992) 



CLIMATE CHANGE 

Temperature Changes  
Along the Centuries 

Temperature Changes  
Along the Last 138 years 



17 of the 18 warmest years on 
record have occurred in this 

XXI Century 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

Temperature Changes  
Along the Centuries 

Temperature Changes  
Along the Last 138 years 



CLIMATE CHANGE 

Things Could Become Worse 



CLIMATE CHANGE 
FACTS: What is Happening in Cuba? 

• Average annual temperature has risen 0.9 degrees Celsius 
 

• Sea level has increased at an average of 6.77 centimeters since 
1966 
 

• This process has accelerated during the last five years. 
 

• the coastline is today more fragile than ever and is retreating at 
an annual rate between 0.3 and 2.5 meters 
 

• This is affecting 86 % of coasts with a high touristic value 
 
 
 
 
 



CLIMATE CHANGE 
FACTS: What is Happening in Cuba? 

• More than 193,000 people live in vulnerable areas, in conditions 
that will only get worse, as the sea level is forecast to rise 27 
centimetres by 2050 and 85 centimetres by 2100. 
 

• Of the country’s 262 coastal settlements, 121 are estimated to 
be affected by climate change. 
 

• In total, 34,454 people, 11,956 year-round homes, 3,646 holiday 
homes and 1,383 other facilities are at risk. 

 
 
 
 
 



Meteorological and climate Hazards 

Hurricanes are increasing 
their strength: More CAT 3, 

4 and 5 



This reality calls for action, and 
Cuba is acting on the premise 

of preparing, to avoid 
lamenting later. 

FACTS: What is Happening in Cuba? 
CLIMATE CHANGE 



THAT ACTION HAS BEEN CALLED 
¨PROJECT LIFE¨ (Tarea Vida) 

FACTS: What is Happening in Cuba? 
CLIMATE CHANGE 



Tarea Vida (Project Life) is the country’s most ambitious 
project addressing climate change. 

  
The plan was approved April 25, 2017, by the Council of 
Ministers and refers to the ideas that Fidel expressed at 
the Earth Summit held in Río de Janeiro, June12, 1992, 

where he emphasized the seriousness of threats to 
Humanity 

FACTS: What is Happening in Cuba? 
CLIMATE CHANGE 



• The project is led by the Ministry of Science, Technology, and 
Environment (Citma) 
 

•  It´s the most all-encompassing and comprehensive drafted to 
date.  
 

• it includes and updates the local dimensions, quoting locations 
and actions to be taken in the short term (by 2020), long term 
(by 2050), and long range (2100). 

  
• It outlines 5 strategic actions and 11 projects to counteract the 

impact being felt in vulnerable areas. 

PROJECT LIFE (TAREA VIDA) 



PREVENTION 

PREPARATION 

RESPONSE 

RECOVERY 

RISK ASSESMENT AND PLANNING 

PUBLIC EDUCATION 

FORECASTS, EARLY WARNING, 
WATCHES AND WARNINGS. 

ACTIONS TO PROTECT PEOPLE 

TO RESTABLISH BASIC SERVICES 
FORECASTS  AND WARNINGS 

FOR THE AFFECTED AREA 

PREVENTION 
AND 

MITIGATION 

13 

In Cases of Severe Weather:  
Hurricanes, Heavy Rains, Coastal Floodings, Drought 

 
Complete 

Set of 
Actions 

Aimed to 
Disaster 

Risk 
Reduction 



    

CUBA 

NATIONAL FORECAST CENTER (NFC) 

CIVIL DEFENSE THE MEDIA 

All steps in Disaster 
Management are followed. 

Full coordination among main 
actors 

Clearly defined Mission, Objectives 
and Functions for each actor in the 
EWS 

The use of Media by hurricane 
specialists, with simple 
graphics and plain, also 
simple words, so that 
everybody understand the 
information and be urged to 
take actions for protection. 

A complete observing system 
for the country 

Some Examples of Good Practice 



    • plain, understandable, 
language 

• simple graphics 
• Clear Warning Message 
• Focus on the Expected 

Impacts 
• Urging People to take 

Actions for protection. 

Use of Media by hurricane specialists, with: 
Some Examples of Good Practice 







PARLAMENTARY ACTIONS 

Deputies are 
informed on 

the State 
Plan Against 

Climate 
Change 



Deputies 
Approve 
and Back 
the State 
Plan to 

fight 
Climate 
Change 

PARLAMENTARY ACTIONS 



Permanent 
Commissions of the 
National Assembly 
Discusses the State 

Plan, which was later 
approved by the 

Parliament 

PARLAMENTARY ACTIONS 



Actions Undertaken By the Cuban 
National Assembly 

 
The Project LIFE Plan of Action was fully aproved 

by the National Assembly. 
Each Ministry and State entity has the finantial 

resourses alloted in every National Year Budget 
approved as a Law by the Narional Assembly. 
The National Assembly also aproves a special fund 

within the National Budget, on a Yearly basis, to 
be used in case of a hurricane or other disaster 
ocurring on that very fiscal year. 
 



Muchas Gracias 

Thank you Very Much 

Dank u zeer 
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