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Parliamentary human rights committees 

 Data available on 111 parliamentary 
chambers out of a total of 271 
parliamentary chambers worlwide 

 Out of 111 parliamentary chambers, 
there are 70 human rights committees 
across 68 parliamentary chambers* 

 *Zimbabwe’s Senate and Canada’s House of 
Commons each have two committees dedicated to 
human rights 
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70 parliaments from 56 countries have provided 
us complete information: 
 

 
 
 

Information valid as of 20 June 2019 

Afghanistan Lithuania 
Andorra Mexico 
Australia Montenegro 
Austria Myanmar 
Bharain Namibia 
Bhutan Nicaragua 
Bolivia Paraguay 
Brazil Peru 
Burkina Faso Poland 
Burundi Republic of Moldova 
Cambodia Romania 
Canada Russian Federation 
Chile Serbia 
China Slovenia 
Colombia Somalia 
Congo Spain 
Cote d’Ivoire Sri Lanka 
Croatia Sweden 
Cyprus Thailand 
Czech Republic Togo 
France Turkey 
Georgia Uganda 
Germany United Kingdom 
Hungary United States of America 
Indonesia Uruguay 
Japan Zambia 
Jordan Zimbabwe 
Kenya 
Latvia 



17  parliaments have not provided us complete 
information and are attending the seminar:  
 

 
 
 
 

Countries Chambers 
1. Afghanistan House of the People 
2. Algeria National People’s Assembly 
 ” Algeria Council of the Nation 
3. Benin National Assembly 
4. Bhutan National Council 
5. Costa Rica Legislative Assembly 
6. Cote d’Ivoire Senate 
7. Djibouti National Assembly 
8. Gabon National Assembly 
 ” Gabon Senate 
9. Mali National Assembly 
10. Micronesia (Federated States of) Congress 
11. Morocco House of Representatives 
 ” Morocco House of Councillors 
12. Pakistan National Assembly 
 ” Pakistan Senate 
13. Paraguay Chamber of Deputies 
14. Somalia House of the People 
15. Suriname National Assembly 
16. Ukraine Parliament 
17. Uzbekistan Legislative Chamber 
 ” Uzbekistan Senate 

Information valid as of 20 June 2019 



Survey structure 
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 Aggregated data on the sex of chairs of parliamentary human 
 rights committees and gender equality committees 

Female 
chairs 
27.1% 

Male chairs 
72.9% 

Female chairs Male chairs

Human rights committees Gender equality committees 
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  Aggregated data on the sex of chairs of parliamentary  human 
 rights committees and gender equality committees 

Human rights committees Gender equality committees 
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  Political affiliation of the chairs  
 of the human rights committees 
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Majority Opposition Independent



 Committee functions 

36 

37 

43 

45 

45 

46 

47 

51 

52 

55 

62 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

Scrutinise proposed human rights treaties, and other international
treaties with implications for human rights, and report to Parliament

thereon, prior to ratification

Review the allocation and expenditure of funds in the State budget
to support measures to promote and protect human rights

Ascertain and review the Executive’s reasons for not acceding to or 
ratifying existing international human rights treaties  

Initiate inquiries of its own choosing

Scrutinise the Executive’s response to judgments of national, 
regional and international courts with implications for human rights 

Scrutinise all Bills for their compatibility with human rights

Scrutinise State’s compliance with existing UN human rights 
treaties 

Scrutinise the Executive’s policy for compatibility with human rights  

Mainstream human rights into the work of (other) parliamentary
committees and of Parliament as a whole

Monitor the adequacy of the existing national system for the
protection of human rights

Obtain information from the Executive about the justification for
actions or inaction which affect human rights



  Committee involvement in the most recent review of the 
 national human rights situation by the UN Human Rights 
 Council under its Universal Periodic Review 
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Was included in the official delegation which orally
presented the most recent national report to the

Council

Discussed the conclusions and recommendations
which the Council adopted as a result

Was consulted in the preparation of the most recent
national report to the UN Human Rights Council

Conducted hearings with the Executive about its
plans to implement these conclusions and

recommendations
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