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Extending the norm: Women redefine political
leadership in 2017

Blections may not be the full test of democracy, but they do present an opportunity for democracy

to be tested. The extent to which women can register to vote, stand as candidates, cast a vote be slected in slightly

in secret, and take part at tha highest levels of dacision-making. all represent an indicator of an greater numbers

inclusive democracy. The more women participate as voters, didates, pofitical party leaders, under proporbonal

and electoral administration staff, the more accepted their place in politics becomes. representation (PR)

systams (272%) than

2017 witnessed positive changes in the cultural and socisl norms that frame women's participation i e

in elections all around the world: RNl tha Pt
" systams is greatar whan

« While there were fewer elections in 2017 the proportion of women taking seats in national thay are combmed with

parliamants following those slections reached an impressive 271 per cent; a legislated candidate
quota.
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